The Story of Dexter D. Overholt 


Dexter D. Overholt was born the eldest son of George William Overholt and 
Lacey (sometimes called Laney) Jane Reese on April 10, 1852. There were seven 
other children in the family. Originally it was thought as evidenced by the Canadian 
census that Dexter was born in Bavaria, a part of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire at 
that time. It has recently been confirmed by birth and other records that he is the 
great grandson of Abraham Overholt born in Pennsylvania. Abraham was a United 
Empire Loyalist and moved to Canada just after the American Revolution. Abraham's 
ancestors came from Germany and prior to that Switzerland. See the Oberholtzer 
Book for further information. 



George William Overholt and Laney (Lacey) Jane Reece 


Of interest to others that may be researching this family, there were two 
Dexter Overholts. One was slightly older than the other and the elder one was 
Dexter Deverado Overholt; born to Matthew and Elizabeth Overholt. Matthew was 
George William Overholt's older brother. The Dexters were cousins and they lived 
within walking distance of each other as children. Dexter D. was always careful to 
sign documents as Dexter D. Overholt while Dexter Deverado Overholt almost always 
used his full name. 

Dexter D. Overholt married Eliza Ellen Sholts (b. Dec 21, 1853), the daughter 
of John and Catherine Sholts in Smithville, Ontario on February 3, 1875. They took 
up farming on a parcel of land dose to St. Catherines, Ontario. Their first two 
children were born in Gainsboro Township and they moved to Minnesota in the spring 








(April) of 1879, passing through the port of Detroit at that time. They were no 
doubt lured there by the offers of homestead land, as were a great many people at 
that time. Dexter declared his intention to become a US citizen on June the 
9th, 1879. The 1880 American census finds them living in Detroit Lakes, Becker 
County, Minnesota. 



On December 2, 1883, Dexter applied at the Crookston Land Office, for a 
homestead of 160 acres, in Polk County, Minnesota. It would seem that his sister 
Viola Overholt also filed for a homestead in the same area. It is unknown what 
happened to her. She may have married but we are unable to determine if she 
remained in the area. 





Henry Lawrence Overholt was about two years old when they made the move to 
the USA and Clara was less than a year old. Eliza's middle name Ellen is clearly shown 
on Henry Lawrence's birth record. I am unsure as to how she became Eliza Jane. 











































Over the years I noticed in various documents that she almost always was recorded 
as simply Eliza or Eliza Ellen or Ellen. Nomenclature for the Overholts seems to be 
quite fluid. In addition to the two Elizas, it is also interesting to note that although 
Henry's middle name was actually Lawrence although his death certificate shows his 
middle name as Clarence. 
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Henry " Clarence" Overholt Record of Death 


Dexter and Eliza would live in Minnesota for 10 years and while they 
homesteaded there, they had four more children. Lewis (Louis) Therrion Overholt was 
born Feb 18, 1882; Minnie Edith Overholt was born next in 1883. 


Charles was born on February 4, 1887, and the fourth child born was Almeda 
or Alice Overholt that would put her birthdate at 1888. Alice was the last child born 
in the USA to Dexter and Eliza that we are currently aware of. 





































































































Dexter and Eliza moved back to Lincoln Township in Canada in 1892. George 
William Over holt died on August 4, 1892 and Dexter and Eliza farmed in Lincoln 
Township for many years. As Dexter was the first born son of George William, the 
farm probably was his inheritance. His other siblings had married and all had their 
own families and livelihoods. 

Over the next few years they would have another three children. Lowel Genis 
(Zenis) was born in Toronto in 1889 (perhaps on a trip to that city) and they would 










not have another child (Eva Beatrice) until 1898. It is possible because of the time 
period between these two children that there were more children that were either 
stillborn or miscarried but this we cannot confirm. Their last child born was Chester. 
Chester came along into 1902. 

So by 1902 the list of their children looked like this: 

Henry Lawrence Overholt (b. 04 bee, 1878) Gainboro, Ontario 
Clara Nettie Overholt (b. 1879) Gainsboro, Ontario 

Lewis (Louis) Therion Overholt (b. 18 Feb, 1882) betroit Lakes, Becker, Minnesota 

Minnie Edith Overholt (b. 1883) betroit Lakes, Becker, Minnesota 

Charles Arthur (Harry) Overholt (b. Feb 4, 1887) betroit Lakes, Becker, Minnesota 

Almeda (Alice) Overholt (June 10, 1891) betroit Lakes, Becker, Minnesota 

Lowel Genis (Zenis) Overholt (b. 1889) Toronto, Ontario 

Eva Beatrice Overholt (b.1898) Lincoln Township, Ontario 

Chester Overholt (b. 1902) Lincoln Township, Ontario 

It would be some time before bexter would feel the call to move again, but in 
1913, they responded to the stories of homestead land in Alberta. They packed 
things up and away they went once more. This time they moved by train. The farm 
that bexter had no doubt financed things for the move. 

They did not however, come to Alberta with all their children. Three of their 
daughters Clara, Minnie and Alice already had married during the time they were in 
Lincoln County. Alice had already passed away. 

Clara Nettie Overholt married John Swartz, the son of Teresa Shoaltz and 
Joseph Swartz. John was a farmer from Gainsborough. Her marriage license shows 
she was working and living in Niagara Falls at the time. 




RekIDBNOE 


NAMES OF PARTIES. 


Place ok Bii 




0 C&U/ A IOA^jCU 

(maAo* t 'fai/O^M (^oa1jl=> 

^KmaaJUaaXA , tloAXU QmaAj 


■CUuoJ 




^AMiyPoAsdi/ ^ 


Groom. 




Groom. 


Groom. 


Bride. 


Groom. 


Bride. 


Groom. 


Bridb. 


Bride. 


I hereby certify the foregoing to 


SCHEDULE B 

.Count...-.of.. 


(moo, %/io C* AA/^-djJX, 3S 

c.’\ /DflAJLh) f flAscJ*Ar(lo^ 3 If 


, ; Oua a, h 
ij 4dL (i\ QmMaSa^ Am 


Ordom^ 

\ fyfdfrAJ , 7 )/JLU(Xaj^ 

Bride. , 


*) (A'&ZKs VV hAAXi 

—7" ' i 

. J V OAAASlb QJam^ V<f. ( 


’ fyaU# mJ , ^ ^ 

^ Q**s oaA y JLvui^ 


l ! f ClaA/aj htlUjL /% 




'sswiA/y'' 

Bachelor, 

Widower, 

Spinster, 

Widow. 

Occupation 

or Profession. 

NAMES OF PARENTS. ^ 

ft. 

\ n. 


(Mai(Ion Nmirt} 

ftLoo, &ry> \ 

^Lrfwu ? v Father 

Y}cUza*> i Kather ' ^ 

4 A. 

ft 

ft. 

{. A. 


iyiiodJXoJa^JL Molher , 

piMJM , Father -! 

OAJ&V. Mother - 

hcM \ 

CudUzu* %joa^( Mothtr 

, ([ \^QJiJqJsJ Father. i 

/aAv^j^O, ^ 1 

, cfayL Father. i 

■ fi>. 

Lfl 

A 

9. 

fhstnuu^ 

fh ft&kjAMjOwJ 

^oMmJ GiaJ^UL. Mothur - 
Father - 

A f Mother - 

OiJ 

^Wti4. fx»4iAA F * ,1,er - ■{ 
M ” lh * r - 

WoXAmJ , Ch'Ojdbi— F " th " 1 

Zi¬ 

ff. 

n 

. p- 

^1/UA)CsIjQaa-Aj 

Qf'Jb'4-^U^^’f-ahJLo &— Mother ‘ s 

QamaM', W VdUooAjct F “‘ hci - 

olA ^ Mother - 

i^XoA^ Fnther ' i 

^ Mothe ;- . 
%U(ryLond, fbclsasj<(^ Father - 4 
V^oa4a3 fioAaUv Mother - | 
{iJhd^tJLL huM^ F * ther - 4 

Mother 

Father. \ 

Mother. ^ 

Fother. ' 

Mother. j 

Father. i 

Mother. 

Father. 



Mother, j 

Father. | 

' 

Mother. ■ \ 

Father. J « 



Mother 

Father. . * 

Mother.: 

Father, i 

Mother. j 

Father. 

Mother. 

Father. 

Mother.! 

Father. ||9| 

Mothur. 

Father. 

Mother. 

Father. 

Mother. .H 

Father. \l 


GtVCn under my hand this 


be the true and correct 

••-•-••• ..—~— day of 


Minnie Edith Overholt married Charles Beverly Elliott, the son of Richard Elliott 
and Mary Lynch, in 1902. Charles was a papermaker from St Catherines. 
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Almeda or Alice married Walter Mitchell in 1907 and died at the age of twenty 
in 1908. They did have one child together Edith Irene Mitchell. Alice is buried in 
Fonthill Cemetery. 
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The group that did come to Alberta included, of course, Dexter and Eliza Ellen 
and 11 year old Chester. Also with the family was Lewis and Mary (Parsons) Overholt 
and their three children Beulah Clara Maude (she went by Maude), their sons Charles 
Therion and Walter. As well, Zenis Overholt and his wife (also called Mary) came 
along. Harry and Mabel and their son Art also came with the family. 

They moved all their household goods and two horses and livestock in boxcars on the 
train. The men rode in the boxcars to look after the livestock they brought with 
them. 

While the women waited in Edmonton, the men went to Athabasca and then north of 
the river to Sawdy to locate the land they came to homestead. Eva Overholt, worked 
in Edmonton and came up to visit her parents for a week or two. She met and 
married George Rogers in February of 1914. 



Dexter was sixty four years old 
and Eliza Ellen was fifty nine 
when they moved to Sawdy. 
Dexter was an able blacksmith 
and he taught his sons these 
skills. He cleared some land and 
planted a large garden. He sold 
vegetables to logging camps and 
did do some freight hauling as 
well. He also did some mixed 
farming. He used oxen for most 
of his heavy work. 


Dexter is shown in the picture above holding the oxen by the reins. Eliza Ellen is 
seated on the left front seat of the wagon and I believe Mabel Overholt is beside 
her. The young boy holding the sack is most likely Chester Overholt but it could be 
Art Overholt as well. I suspect that the two women sitting in the back of the wagon 
are Mary Overholt (Zenis' wife) and the one with the darker hair would be Mary 
(Parsons) Overholt. 









The picture shown above was taken in St Catherine's prior to 1908. 

Alice passed away in 1908. 

Dexter and Eliza Ellen built a large log home with the help of their children in about 

1919. During the Spanish Flu epidemic, Eliza Ellen Sholtz passed away on March 16, 

1920. Chester and Mabel also became very sick. After the death of his first wife, 
Dexter went back to Ontario in 1921. 

There he remained for four years and finally returned to Sawdy in 1924. He married 
his second wife in Athabasca, Eliza Jane Ireland Brown, in 1925. 















The picture above was taken in Sawdy at the Overholt Homestead after 1925. 


Eliza Jane Brown was a widow: her maiden name was Ireland. Her parents were Isaac 
Jesse Ireland and Catherine Elizabeth Ireland of Fort Perry, Ontario, bexter and 
Eliza married on becember 21, 1925. 



Eliza Jane Brown and bexter b. Overholt 


Eliza Jane and bexter farmed for six years, bexter had slowed down somewhat but 
he could still sharpen plow shares and when the old age pension came into effect they 
both received $10 a month. Harry Overholt took over the farm in 1930. 











After almost twenty years of marriage Eliza Jane became ill and passed away at the 
age of 84, in November of 1944. She is buried in the Athabasca Cemetery along with 
Eliza Ellen Sholtz. bexter was once again a widower, bexter lived another five months 
and passed away on April 15, 1945, five days past his birthday, at the age of 
ninety-three. 









0x & 3Bexter (JDbcrjjolt 

Faneral services were held in the 
Athabasca United Church, Thursday 
afternoon for Mrs. Dexter Overholt, oi 
<8*wdy f aged 84, who passed away at her 
home on Sunday. 

"" THffe leaves to mourn her loss her libs- 
.band* aged 91 one eon several grandchid- 
ren. and a boat of friends. 

Mr. and Mre. Overhult came to the 
district from Toronto in 191.2, and have 
made their home here since. 

Pallbearers were Harry, Walter and 
Chester Overholt unci Mike Rogers, 
grandsons, and Bill and Chris Scbmillzle 
close friends. Dolf Brown, Bowden, her 
son, and Mr*. Art Overholt, her grand¬ 
daughter Highltiver, attended tliefuneral 
Two nieces from C»prtol, Ontario, had 
been paying a visit to the old couple, 
and had return' d Eubt a few day? prior 
to the lady’s demise. 

Rev. J.H. Stark officiated. 


The obituary shown to the is incorrect. The "Mrs. 
Overholt" referred to here did not come with Dexter 
to Sawdy. This obituary is for Eliza Jane Brown 
(Ireland) who was Dexter's second wife. Dexter is 
buried next to both his spouses in the Athabasca 
Cemetery. 











Passes to the Great 
Beyond at the Ripe 
Ageof Ninety-three 

On Monday iast Mr. Dexter D. 
Overholt parsed away on hie farm in 

April 10th. 1852, and came w«t in 
1912 and settled in the Bawdy dis¬ 
trict, where he Jived until the time 
of hie death. 

Hie wife pre-deceased him in Nov¬ 
ember of last year. J,eft to mourn 
his lofe are four HQns: Harry and 
Chester, of Bawdy; Louis and Zenis 
of, Bawdy; (Clara) Mrs Swartzs of 
St. Catherines: (Edith) Mrs Elliott 
and ( A Hie) Mrs. Mitchell of Toronto. 
There arj» 21 grandchildren and 
many great-grandchildren, and one 
stepson, Sam A Brown, of Bowden, 
Alta. » 

Funeral Services were held on 
Wednesday afternoon in the United 
Church, Athabasca, Rev J. H vStark 
officiating. Pallbearers were Robt. 
VVeldon, S McKelw, Wm. Smeltze, 
C- Smeltze, T ..Donohue, and F. R. 
Falconer Interment was made in 
the Athabasca Cemetry, 

Athabasca Funeral Service were in 
charge of arrangement*. 






